Preschool Curriculum

Month: December Week: 2 Subject: Approaches to Play & Learning

Day 1 Topic(s) Foundation(s)
Theme: Reindeer Adventures APLI1.1 Demonstrate initiative and
Number: 18 self-direction
Letter: Nn APL4.1 Demonstrate development of
Color: White social interactions during play
Shape: Square

Indicators

Younger Preschool

Older Preschool

May choose a simple role in play and
begin to follow a short idea or plan with
peers.

May select roles, negotiate ideas with
others, and carry out a shared play plan
over time.

Activity: “Reindeer Farm Dramatic Play - To-Do List & Pens with Blocks”

Introduce the Reindeer Farm dramatic play center and briefly model how to use the To-Do list to feed,
water, walk, and brush the reindeer. Invite children to choose jobs such as farmer, helper, or vet and
decide together how they will care for the reindeer during playtime. Encourage them to build simple
pens with blocks and take turns checking off tasks on the laminated list with a dry-erase marker. As
they play, prompt children to talk with one another about what the reindeer need next and how they can

work together.

Resources/Materials
e Reindeer Farm
sign and laminated
To-Do checklist

Key Vocabulary:
farm, job, together

Support:




Preschool Curriculum

Month: December Week: 2 Subject: Approaches to Play & Learning

Day 2 Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Theme: Reindeer Adventures
Number: 18

Letter: Nn

Color: White

Shape: Square

APLI1.2 Demonstrate interest and
curiosity as a learner

APL2.1 Demonstrate development of
flexible thinking during play

Indicators

Younger Preschool

Older Preschool

May explore different ways to use blocks
and materials to build simple structures.

May generate new ideas, adjust designs
that do not work, and talk about changes
during building.

Activity: “Winter Barn STEM Free-Build”

Tell children they will design and build winter barns or shelters for reindeer using a variety of blocks
and loose parts. Ask a few open questions like, “How will the reindeer get inside?” or “What can you
add if the snow gets deep?”” and let children explore and build freely. Encourage them to try more than
one idea, noticing when walls fall down or doors are too small and making changes as needed. At the
end, invite a quick gallery walk where builders show one feature of their barn.

Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary:
e Assorted blocks build, change, idea
(wood, foam, or
plastic)

e (Cardboard
rectangles and
small boxes

Support:




Preschool Curriculum

Month: December Week: 2 Subject: Approaches to Play & Learning

Day 3 Topic(s) Foundation(s)
Theme: Reindeer Adventures APLI1.1 Demonstrate initiative and
Number: 18 self-direction
Letter: Nn APL3.1 Demonstrate development of
Color: White sustained attention and persistence
Shape: Square

Indicators

Younger Preschool

Older Preschool

May stay with a chosen building activity
for several minutes and begin to expand
on a simple idea.

May work on a complex structure or
scene over an extended time and return to
improve it.

Activity: “Snowy Squares City - Build a Reindeer Town”

Explain that children will use white square tiles or blocks to create a snowy town where reindeer live
and visit. Invite them to plan what the town needs- barns, paths, houses, or a square town center—and
then start building on a large mat or table. Encourage children to stick with their projects, adding
details like roads, fences, or small signs and fixing sections that fall down. When time is nearly over,
ask them to describe one part of their town and what happens there.

Resources/Materials
e White square
blocks, tiles, or
paper squares

e Additional
building materials
(regular blocks,
figurines, trees)

Key Vocabulary:
town, square, build

Support:




Preschool Curriculum

Month: December Week: 2 Subject: Approaches to Play & Learning

Day 4

Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Theme: Reindeer Adventures
Number: 18

Letter: Nn

Color: White

Shape: Square

APL1.2 Demonstrate interest and
curiosity as a learner

APL2.1 Demonstrate development of
flexible thinking during play

Younger Preschool

Older Preschool

May experiment with drawing simple
lines and shapes to show paths or rooms.

May plan and draw a map that includes
multiple places and change or add ideas
while working.

Activity: “Map Makers - Create Your Own Classroom or North Pole Map”

Invite children to become “map makers” and choose whether to draw a map of their classroom,
playground, or an imaginary North Pole reindeer village. Model how to think aloud while drawing,
using squares and rectangles for rooms and lines for paths or roads. Encourage them to add labels or
small pictures to show important places like barns, sled paths, or reading corners. Children may revise
their maps as they think of new ideas, then share their maps with a partner and explain the different

places.
Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary: Support:
e Blank paper or map, place, path

map templates




Preschool Curriculum

Month: December Week: 2 Subject: Approaches to Play & Learning

Day 5 Topic(s) Foundation(s)
Theme: Reindeer Adventures APLI1.1 Demonstrate initiative and
Number: 18 self-direction
Letter: Nn APLA4.1 Demonstrate development of
Color: White social interactions during play
Shape: Square

Indicators

Younger Preschool

Older Preschool

May choose characters or props and
begin simple pretend stories in the
sensory bin.

May create more complex storylines,
negotiate roles with peers, and build on
one another’s ideas.

Activity: “Winter Small-World Play - Reindeer in a Snowy Sensory Bin”

Set up a sensory bin with cotton “snow,” small reindeer, sleighs, trees, and blocks to act as barns or
houses. Invite children to explore the materials and start telling stories about what their reindeer are
doing- eating, sleeping, traveling, or playing. Encourage them to join friends’ play, listen to each
other’s ideas, and decide together what will happen next in their winter world. Check in with prompts
like, “What problem does your reindeer have?” or “How can your reindeers help each other?” to deepen

the play.
Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary: Support:
e Sensory bin or pretend, share, story
large tub
e (Cotton balls,

shredded paper, or
other “snow” filler

Small reindeer,
sleighs, trees,
blocks, and people
figures




	Activity:  “Reindeer Farm Dramatic Play - To-Do List & Pens with Blocks” 
	Introduce the Reindeer Farm dramatic play center and briefly model how to use the To-Do list to feed, water, walk, and brush the reindeer. Invite children to choose jobs such as farmer, helper, or vet and decide together how they will care for the reindeer during playtime. Encourage them to build simple pens with blocks and take turns checking off tasks on the laminated list with a dry-erase marker. As they play, prompt children to talk with one another about what the reindeer need next and how they can work together. 
	Activity:  “Winter Barn STEM Free-Build” 
	Tell children they will design and build winter barns or shelters for reindeer using a variety of blocks and loose parts. Ask a few open questions like, “How will the reindeer get inside?” or “What can you add if the snow gets deep?” and let children explore and build freely. Encourage them to try more than one idea, noticing when walls fall down or doors are too small and making changes as needed. At the end, invite a quick gallery walk where builders show one feature of their barn. 
	Activity: “Snowy Squares City - Build a Reindeer Town” 
	Explain that children will use white square tiles or blocks to create a snowy town where reindeer live and visit. Invite them to plan what the town needs- barns, paths, houses, or a square town center—and then start building on a large mat or table. Encourage children to stick with their projects, adding details like roads, fences, or small signs and fixing sections that fall down. When time is nearly over, ask them to describe one part of their town and what happens there. 
	Activity: “Map Makers - Create Your Own Classroom or North Pole Map” 
	Invite children to become “map makers” and choose whether to draw a map of their classroom, playground, or an imaginary North Pole reindeer village. Model how to think aloud while drawing, using squares and rectangles for rooms and lines for paths or roads. Encourage them to add labels or small pictures to show important places like barns, sled paths, or reading corners. Children may revise their maps as they think of new ideas, then share their maps with a partner and explain the different places. 
	Activity: “Winter Small-World Play - Reindeer in a Snowy Sensory Bin” 
	Set up a sensory bin with cotton “snow,” small reindeer, sleighs, trees, and blocks to act as barns or houses. Invite children to explore the materials and start telling stories about what their reindeer are doing- eating, sleeping, traveling, or playing. Encourage them to join friends’ play, listen to each other’s ideas, and decide together what will happen next in their winter world. Check in with prompts like, “What problem does your reindeer have?” or “How can your reindeers help each other?” to deepen the play. 

