Toddler Curriculum

Month: December Week: 4 Subject: Science

Day 1

Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Review Week

SC1.1 Demonstrate ability to explore
objects in the physical world
SC1.2 Demonstrate awareness of the
physical properties of objects

Younger Toddlers

Older Toddlers

May watch the mixing, help pour or stir
with support, and explore the finished
dough by squeezing or poking it.

May notice how the mixture changes
(“wet,” “sticky,” “soft”), help follow
simple steps, and use words like “hot,”
“warm,” or “soft” when touching cooled
dough.

Activity: Make Class Playdough - Stir & Squish

Mix ingredients together while toddlers help pour and stir. Talk about what you see and feel at each
step-powdery flour, salty smell, sticky batter, then soft dough. Once cooled, give each child a small
piece to squish, roll, and pat, describing the texture as they explore.

Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary:

Playdough
ingredients (flour,
salt, cream of
tartar, water, oil,
food coloring)

Large pot or bowl
and spoon (adult
use)

Support:




Toddler Curriculum

Month: December Week: 4 Subject: Science

Day 2

Topic(s) Foundation(s)
Review Week SC1.1 Demonstrate ability to explore
objects in the physical world
SC2.1 Recognize seasonal and weather
related changes
Younger Toddlers Older Toddlers

May touch ice and warm water with
support and react to the temperature
difference using faces, sounds, or simple
words.

May use words like “cold” and “warm,”
notice ice melting, and connect cold ice
to winter weather.

Activity: Ice & Warm Water Play - ‘Cold / Warm’

Place ice cubes in one tub and warm (not hot) water in another. Invite toddlers to dip fingers or small
cups into each and talk together about how it feels. Point out how the ice gets smaller and turns into
water. For older toddlers, label the tubs “cold” and “warm” and ask, “Which one feels like winter?”

Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary:
e Shallow tubs or cold, warm, melt
bins
e Ice cubes
e Warm water (safe

temperature)

Small cups or
scoops

Support:




Toddler Curriculum

Month: December Week: 4 Subject: Science

Day 3 Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Review Week

SC1.2 Demonstrate awareness of the
physical properties of objects
SC5.1 Demonstrate scientific curiosity

Younger Toddlers

Older Toddlers

May touch and explore each item and
react to differences with gestures or
simple words like “soft.”

May help sort items into “soft” and
“hard” groups and talk about which
objects feel comfy or bumpy.

Activity: Soft vs Hard Winter Things Feel & Compare

Place a variety of “winter things” in a basket-soft scarf, mitten, cotton “snow,” plus hard items like a
small block, pinecone, or plastic cup. Invite toddlers to touch each one and describe how it feels. Make
two simple piles (soft’hard) on a mat, asking children to help decide where each item belongs.

Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary:
e Soft items: scarf, soft, hard, feel
mitten, cotton
balls, small
stuffed animal

e Hard items:
blocks, pinecone,
plastic cup, small
spoon

Support:




Toddler Curriculum

Month: December Week: 4 Subject: Science

Day 4 Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Review Week

SC1.1 Demonstrate ability to explore
objects in the physical world
SC1.2 Demonstrate awareness of the
physical properties of objects

Younger Toddlers

Older Toddlers

May watch closely as the cookie goes
into the water and react when it changes
or breaks apart.

May say simple words like “wet,”

(13 2 13 2 b b
gone,” or “broken,” and notice pieces

floating or sinking.

Activity: Gingerbread Cookie in Water - Watch & Talk

Show toddlers a dry gingerbread cookie and let them smell and gently touch it. Place the cookie into a
clear bowl of water where all can see. Talk about what is happening: the cookie gets wet, softens, and
starts to fall apart. Encourage toddlers to describe what they see and compare the dry cookie to the

e C(Clear bowl or tub
with water

soggy one.
Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary: Support:
e Gingerbread cookie | wet, break, cookie
or
gingerbread-shaped
cracker




Toddler Curriculum

Month: December Week: 4 Subject: Science

Day 5 Topic(s)

Foundation(s)

Review Week

SC1.1 Demonstrate ability to explore
objects in the physical world
SC5.1 Demonstrate scientific curiosity

Younger Toddlers

Older Toddlers

May scoop, pour, squeeze, or move items
in the sensory bins and show interest in
repeating actions.

May scoop, pour, squeeze, or move
items in the sensory bins and show
interest in repeating actions.

drawing attention to textures, sounds, and movements.

Activity: December Sensory Bins Choice (Snow, Playdough, Animals)

Set up two or three December sensory bins-for example, “snow” (cotton balls or shredded paper),
animal/winter den bin, and playdough with simple tools. Invite toddlers to choose where to play and
explore freely with scoops, cups, or their hands. Move between bins, narrating their actions and

Resources/Materials Key Vocabulary:
e Sensory bin fillers scoop, push, snow
(cotton, shredded

paper, rice, etc.)

e Small animal
figures or winter

props

e Playdough from
Day 1 with a few
simple tools

e Scoops, cups, small
containers

Support:
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